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EP^'^CW  A.T  LTJTTCITFON  TO  CELEBRATE  THE  BIRTHDAY 
OF  ABRAH/J/  LINCOLN,  W.HINa?CN,  D.  C, 
FEBRUARY  12,  1925. 


It  would  appear  that  every  sentiment  of  the  hij;her  emotions  has 
been  stirred  "by  the  life  of  Abraham  Lincoln  and  that  every  good  v;ord 
has  been  spoken  in  eulogy,  since  his  death.    /II  cf  them  s.re  intended 
to  perpetuate  the  lessons  taught  by  his  character  as  he  passed  this 
way,  and  by  repetition  the  more  firmly  to  fix  them  in  history. 

Abraham  Lincoln  is  no  lonr^er  regarded  only  as  a  man,  or  as  a  per^ 
sonase  or  as  a  President.  The  inspirations  of  his  official  life  have 
made  his  memory  an  institution  of  government,  and  as  predicted  at  his 
bier:  "Now  he  belongs  to  the  ages." 

Not  for  two  thousand  years  has  the  story  of  a  man's  life,  ^vhen 
written,  been  so  replete  with  humen  interest  as  that  of  Abraham  Lin- 
coln.   The  reaction  of  his  mind  on  some  thing,  or  on  some  occasion, 
finds  response  in  all  of  us  through  forgotten  association,  or  good 
impulse,  to  be  recalled  by  its  recital.    The  human  and  spiritual  va- 
riation and  blondings  of  his  mental  processes,  were  as  sensitive  as 
a  woman's,  simple  as  a  child's,  and  strong  enough  to  forfend  a  na- 
tional crisis  against  the  greatest  intellects  of  his  time.     The  un- 
taught dying  soldier  boy's  last  message  to  his  mother,  and  the  im- 
mortal Gettysburg  speech  were  written  by  the  same  hand. 


A  false  note  may  break  a  melody,  a  lip;ht  jest  jar  among  words 
of  wisdom,  a  foolish  act  spring  from  a  wise  man.    Yet  the  melody  may 
become  a  National  Anthem  because  of  its  theme;  wise  counsel  may  not 
be  deflected  by  the  lip;ht  word,  or  the  inconsistent  act  never  be  re- 
peated.    These  do  not  mar  established  character,  merely  passing  sha- 
dows, leaving  the  li^ht  from  the  substance  the  more  brilliant  by  con- 
trast. 

The  author  of  village  jokes  and  the  Gettysburg  speech  was  the 
same  man.    The  human  mind  must  fly  as  a  weaver's  shuttle  through  the 
woof;  pass  and  return  again  to  fabricate  the  web.    Action  is  alv/ays 
followed  hy  reaction.    A  hxims.n  mind  must  have  surceaso  from  its  bur- 
dens; a  period  of  rebound  from  maximum  strain,  before  its  ultimate 
strength  is  attained.     There  is  youth  and  old  age.     The  unconscious- 
ness of  sleep  knits  up  the  raveled  sleeve  of  care.    Night  follov/s  day. 
■printer  succeeds  summer.     The  tide  ebbs  and  flows.     Indeed,  everything 
that  lives  is  subject  to  the  laws  of  periodicity. 

Clouds  of  melancholy  in  Lincoln's  life  were  chased  away  by  the 
breezes  of  levity  or  of  sentimentality.    Attacks  from  his  associates 
were  softened  by  their  appeals  to  his  humor,  while  compensation  for 
them  came  to  him  through  love  from  the  lowly,  to  vfhora  God  gives  spe- 
cial insir^ht  to  read  the  human  heart. 

The  estimate  of  a  man's  life  at  his  death  is  little  more  than 
the  listing  of  his  qualities  or  achievements,  and  eulogists  are  al- 
ways friendly.     The  real  appraisement  must  finally  be  made  by  pos- 
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terity,  when  the  things  worth  reading  have  sixrvived,  and  deeds  done, 
worth  "".vriting,  have  become  permanent  records  in  men's  minds.  Then, 
when  the  attributes  of  the  human  mind  are  recounted;  the  spiritual 
and  human  impulses  have  been  associated  and  their  composite  picture 
painted;  Tfhen  the  crises  of  a  turbulent  life  have  been  impassionately 
described  and  the  canter  of  them  set  in  proper  relation,  then  and  only 
then  may  the  attempt  be  made  to  fix  the  elusive  characteristics  of 
Abraham  Lincoln  and  frame  them  with  words,  although  already  graven 
in  the  hearts  of  all  who  can  read. 

Vfith  what  has  proven  to  be  exceptional  insight  for  the  eternal 
fitness  of  things,  a  memorial  university/  named  for  Abraham  Lincoln 
and  located  in  the  topographic  environment  from  which  Lincoln  emerged, 
has  been  established  for  the  same  type  of  people,  from  whom  he  sprang; 
for  those  of  the  purest  Anglo-Saxon  descent  now  in  this  country  of 
mixed  races. 

Little,  if  any  blood,  foreign  to  that  which  is  native  to  this 
region  has  been  introduced  for  hundreds  of  years.    Line  bred  off- 
spring of  a  virile  race  with  clean  cut  features  and  a  perpetuity  of 
idioms,  customs  and  preserved  traditions,  most  marked  at  this  time 
when  so  many  business  houses  of  our  largest  cities  carry  names,  un- 
pronounceable by  English  tongues. 

It  may  be  that  a  providence  prompted  the  founding  of  the  Lincoln 
Memorial  University  in  a  similar  physical  environment,  for  those  of 
the  same  ancestry  which  produced  Lincoln,  and  that  from  among  them 
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may  later  corae  men  who  can  rule  this  Nation. 

The  hurry  of  big  cities  and  the  incident  struggle  for  food 

and  for  a  place  to  sleep,  has  called  out  this  pathetic  cry  from 
one  of  its  victims: 

"If  I  had  the  time  to  find  a  place 

And  sit  me  dox^n  full  face  to  face 

■yrith  my  hetter  self,  that  stands  no  show 

In  niy  daily  life  that  rushes  so. 

It  rai^ht  be  then  I  would  see  my  soul 

Was  stumbling  still  toward  the  shining  gop.l  

I  might  be  nerved  by  the  thought  sublime 
If  I  had  the  time/'" 

"The  thought  sublime"  only  lodges  vrith  those  who  have  the  time 
to  entertain  it;      heritage  of  children  of  the  hills.     They  live  alone 
with  Nature  as  their  only  instructor,  but  without  teachers  to  inter- 
pret her  language.  '  It  would  appear  to  be  a  patent  duty  of  those  7;^ho 
Icnow  the  proper  seed  to  sov:,  and  of  the  virgin  soil  available,  to 
unite  the  tv.'o,  to  strengthen  the  future  foundations  of  government 
by  giving  us  men  whose  lines  of  breeding  are  intact,  vfho  are  in  youth 
missing  so  much  of  the  froth  of  civilization  that  is  morally  enervat- 
ing; whose  minds  are  open  books;  whose  imaginations  have  not  been 
dulled  by  satiety,  and  who  crave  educational  opportunities  which  most 
children  are  driven  to  accept. 

I  have  seen  the  students  of  the  Lincoln  Memorial  University  as- 
sembled. They  are  more  uniform  in  type  than  other  Americans,  except 
the  American  Indian.    They  are  not  of  mixed  races  showing  atavistic 
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outcroppings  unexpectedly,  often  lending  themselves  to  destruc- 
tion of  good  morals  and  vicious  views  of  government.    But  future 
types  can  "be  forecast  with  accuracy,  distinctively  American  as 
the  aborigines,  but  from  a  cultivated  ancestry  of  hundreds  of 
years. 

There  is  much  in  the  student-body  of  that  memorial  insti- 
tution, erected  in  the  name  of  the  great  Emancipator,  that  ap- 
peals for  their  emancipation  from  illiteracy  and  intellectual 
darkness . 

It  has  cost  so  little  and  is  T/orth  so  much  that  it  is  im- 
possible for  those  who  have  seen  it  to  recall  the  12th  of  Feb- 
ruary, consecrated  by  the  birth  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  without  vis- 
ualizing this  University  dedicated  to  his  memory,  which  promises 
to  be  a  resource  of  government  and  one  of  the  lasting  memorials 
raised  in  his  name. 
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